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there are good nurses in large numbers East of the Rocky Mountains 
and that with the homeless multitude are a great company of splendid 
nurses who are giving of their very best in service to the sick and 
injured, if they have been among the fortunate to escape with their 
lives. With the people of the nation we wait for news of dear friends 
and pupils whose homes we know are destroyed. The headquarters 
of the Pacific Journal of Nursing has gone, but the fate of its editor 
is unknown as we go to press. 

The Red Cross Society even in its imperfect organization has 
been a power and a blessing. 

Will the nurses of this country learn a lesson from this greatest 
national calamity? 


THE CRUSADE AGAINST VENEREAL DISEASES. 

Charities and the Commons is to be commended and encouraged 
for taking up, with courage and earnestness, the long-needed crusade 
against venereal disease and social vice. The recently-formed So¬ 
ciety of Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis has deep reason to feel 
grateful for the support tendered by Charities and the Commons to 
this reform movement, for it is the first ally that the society has 
found so far outside of medical journals, which are not read by the 
general public. 

Strange as it may seem, the movement to educate the general 
public on this, the most important and most urgent sanitary problem 
of the civilized w’orld at present, arouses the virtuous indignation 
and the moral disapprobation of many of that widespread class of 
excellent people who think that vileness is not vile if covered up, and 
✓ that danger does not exist if it is not seen. We do not doubt that 
Charities and the Commons is getting many protests against making 
known the hideous facts of venereal disease. Every nurse knows 
what they are, and every nurse must rejoice that at last there is a 
journal w T hich reaches the general public which is fearless and devoted 
enough to take up this most ungracious and most repellent subject 
in a way that will educate and save future generations from the hor¬ 
rors of the past. We do not hesitate to say, again, that this is the 
most urgent sanitary problem of the civilized world. The plague 
and the pest are stayed; smallpox is helpless against vaccination; 
diphiheria has lost its terrors under antitoxin; the crusade of knowl¬ 
edge against tuberculosis is well under way. But this hideous 
lesion underlies all others, sapping the resistance of tissues and 
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ruining health in a thousand ways. It strikes us as a most revolt¬ 
ing thing that medical science is now experimenting on the animals, 
who are too decent ever to have these vile diseases themselves, to 
obtain if possible an anti-virus for syphilis in man. Must we dare 
to infect the animals to obtain a counter-poison, when we all know 
that moral living is the only defence that is fundamental? Let us 
rather imitate the animals in their physiological decency No anti¬ 
toxin will ever protect the world from venereal disease. Open, can¬ 
did, serious, and thorough education, such as these societies are en¬ 
deavoring to make general, alone can overcome the Black as it is 
overcoming the White Plague. And in the name of all the innocent 
victims that we have nursed in hospital wards, we wish Charities 
and the Commons Godspeed. 


THE NEW YORK STATE CURRICULUM FOR TRAINING- 

SCHOOLS 

We announced in the February Journal that the Course of Study 
and Syllabus of Training-Schools issued by the New York State Educa¬ 
tion Department would be published in the March number, and we 
stated in March that the May issue would be a special private nursing 
number. We have been unable to keep either of these promises. 
There have been unavoidable delays in the preparation of the Course 
of Study which have made it impossible for it to be published until 
this issue, but we call the attention of our readers to the fact that we 
give our usual 64 pages of reading matter, and that the space occupied 
by the Course of Study is extra. 

We ask our readers to study carefully the introduction to this 
Course of Study and we want to emphasize the fact that this first 
edition is issued for criticism and suggestions. It is the first work of 
the kind ever prepared and while it represents many months of hard 
work and careful study on the part of the members of the committee, 
the board of examiners, and the department at Albany, it is felt by 
all those who have done this work that it is only by a free expression 
of opinion from the members of the great teaching body of the country 
that it can be brought to anything like perfection. 

The nurses of New York State and the profession at large are 
deeply indebted to Dr. Henry L. Taylor, who has represented the 
education department in the preparation of this Course of Study 
and Syllabus. 



